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S ENATOR WESELY: Ye s , t h a n k y o u . Mr. President and members of
the body, I rise in opposition to the resolution and in support
of the motion to kill. And I understand very much the concern
and sincere support for the legislation that has been engendered
by the League of Municipalities by various cities that would
like to see this constitutional amendment passed, but it's round
two, at least that I can recall,of dealing with the issue and
in round one, this proposal was knocked out and killed and I ' m
hoping that here in round two we' ll be able to do the same.
However, I also recognize a lot of work has gone into t hi s and
perhaps there is a lot of commitments and support . Ma n y o f you
may feel that you are obligated to this piece of legislation,
but if that is the case, if it is destined to proceed, I hope at
least we' ll do it with our eyes open and recognize some flaws.
Hopefully, enough of you will recognize these flaws are fatal
and we' ll see this bill put to rest. I have been concerned
about this whole concept now for some time. It started when I
chaired the Economic Development Committee in ' 85-86 . We looked
at a n umber of dif ferent proposals. At that time we had a
number of i n itiatives that would have pr ovided t o l o ca l
municipalities the ability to exempt. taxes to provide various
exemptions on property and other types of assistance through
m unicip a l i t i e s t h at we r e b e i n g p r o p o s ed . A lot of tax breaks on
the local level were what we were looking at. This was a h e a vy
agenda item that has since disappeared with the exception of
this proposal and instead we have moved toward tax exemptions on
a statewide basis, LB 775, LB 773, LB 772, et ce t e r a , wh e r e w e
have attempted to deal with economic development by adjusting
t axes . Th at seems to be the most prevalent mode of economic
development that we see in this state of l a te. Economic
development is more than taxes. Economic development is more
than public assistance in one form or another. It is education,
it is roads, it is training, it is research, it i s te chnical
a ssistance, it i s a vast array of d ifferent s erv i ce s a n d
programs and we have, I think, in this state attempted to deal
with some of those, but overall, I think we' ve focused far too
much on the issue of taxes and public assistance. What you' re
doing wi t h LR 1 1CA i s , once again, going down that same r oad o f
trying to provide for economic development by providing public
assistance to...to various business entities and you get into
that mode and you have difficulty, you have t roub le , y ou hav e
e quit y i ssue s . I t h i nk you ' v e seen those already with LB 775.
You have great concern about the fact that certain businesses
get this assistance while other businesses do not. You have
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